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Dear Sir or Madam: 





Applicant petitions to make special his application relating to HIV/AIDS and 
recombinant DNA. 

Applicant petitions to make special his application relating to HIV/AIDS. There 
is a great need to be able to create secreted homo-trimeric soluble receptors or 
biologically active proteins, which can have perfectly docked binding sites, hence higher 
affinity, to their naturally occurring homo-trimeric ligands, such as TNF family of 
cytokines and HIV coat proteins. Such trimeric receptor decoys theoretically should have 
a much higher affinity, than its dimeric counterparts, to their trimeric ligand. Such 
rationally designed soluble trimeric receptor analogs could significantly increase the p= 
clinical benefits as well as lower the amount or frequency of the drug injections for each I 
patient. !2 

Applicant further petitions to make special his application relating to recombinant | 2 
DNA. Disclosed here is an invention that allows any soluble receptors or biologically Z § 



active polypeptides to be made into trimeric forms as secreted proteins. The essence of 
the invention is to fuse any soluble receptors and biologically active proteins in-frame to 
the C-propeptide domain of fibrillar collagen, which is capable of self-trimerization, 
using recombinant DNA technology. The resulting fusion proteins when expressed in 
eukaryotic cells are secreted as soluble proteins essentially all in trimeric forms 
covalently strengthened by inter-molecular disulfate bonds formed among three C- 
propeptides. 
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